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Norfolk SEND Youth Forum 
Wednesday 22nd April 2026 -  6:30pm – 7:30pm
Meeting Minutes

Attendees: 
Bridget Robinson (Norfolk SENDIASS)
Belinda Coxall (Norfolk SENDIASS)
Emma Henry (Norfolk SENDIASS)
Alec
Katrina
Charlotte
Reece
Callum
Isaac
Lily
Charlie
Gabriel

Apologies:
Dawn Jones (Inclusion & SEND, NCC)
Welcome and Introductions - Bridget welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Professional Consultation by Hannah Robinson, The Norfolk Area Special Educational Need and/or Disability (SEND) and Alternative Provision (AP) Strategy (NASAPS) Communications Manager, Norfolk County Council.
The group agreed to a professional consultation with Hannah Robinson from Norfolk County Council, relating to the Government’s White Paper on the proposed SEND reforms.
The Government are consulting on proposals to reform the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) system.
The consultation document explains the changes they plan to make and asks for comments from everyone with an interest.
The changes aim to improve help and support for children and young people with SEND across the 0 to 25 years system and Hannah came to the meeting to ask the group their views and experiences.

One of the members made the following comments about the White Paper: -
· 30 pages long - easy read is more like hard read
· Easy read is only easy read in my opinion is if it’s compressed like some children books are compressed for younger readers under My First Story style books as an example
QUESTION 1
What helps you feel happy and safe in your place of learning? 
· A quiet space that’s separate from everywhere else, especially one where you aren’t questioned or patronised to be able to use it 
· Teachers, teaching assistant, friends, people I know 
· Adults who know me and can support my needs
· A room where everyone can be clam
· Easy access to items to help make learning easier like pencil grips, writing slopes etc 
· 1 to 1 person and to ensure that I learn at my own pace and the way I can
· I like it when they know what I need so I didn’t have to keep saying
· 1 to 1 support, recognising I am struggling even when my grades are high, allowing me to have reasonable adjustments - and I wasn’t allowed to eat in a quiet area. When I became housebound my mainstream school abandoned me, I fought so hard to ask for work, but they never met my needs because I couldn’t go out. Now my education does come to me and meet my needs and the difference is incredible. I am 22 and only now finally taking my GCSEs. I wish so much I could’ve had this support in school before my body gave up and just couldn’t continue, I tried so hard. But I’m so grateful I have it now, I just wish there was more funding for it to continue for as long as I need it and not have to worry about it being taken from me before I’m ready to access the world. 
· Making sure the learning assistants treat us as people and want to know more about us and not treating us like just another part of their job they have to do. 
· Primary school knew nothing about autism when I was there, except one staff who knew about it.  Being misunderstood and being treated as naughty rather than being autistic.
QUESTION 2
What are the top three things that help you to learn? 
· A writing board a paper and pencil
· For me, access to computers was important for English as I can’t write for long periods, but it was super difficult to even ask for a laptop, another piece of equipment that helps me is my pen grips and my fidgets 
· Equipment to make things accessible. Teachers explaining things better. Smaller classes, more TA's 
· Agree with fidgets, also in person teaching vs online and learning alone, breaks more often! 
· Access through technologies helped me with computing for English as my handwriting is bad
· Small classes with others like me
· I fully agree with smaller classes, less noise and more attention to the students
· Getting the help and prompts I need to stay focused during lessons
QUESTION 3
When you last made the move to a new class, new school or college, what support helped you to make it easier?
· Lots of 1:1 support
· Lots of practice (Trial visits)
· 1:1 transition support
· Meeting teachers in advance/getting tutor profiles before starting with them 
· Visiting the place before starting, meeting the new staff and being able to ask questions 
· They don’t do this at my visits, and the special school came out to me in primary schools
· I went in the day and in the evening
· I would say when they are fully aware of how to make a place accessible and the disabilities, as I went to multiple schools and they didn’t even know I was disabled even after being told! Making it a lot harder for me, and with accessibility, I went to City College, and they were amazing with making access to lifts etc a breeze because they were prepared and used to it made it super positive, Sorry if it doesn’t make sense! 
· I had staff visit me at home and at my old school 
· someone to give me information 
· I got a tour around the college by myself with a member of staff so I could ask questions
· it is a good idea that information about how you learn is transferred to new schools
· Also got a booklet about my new school
· Preparation is key
· I would also say having open minded teachers really helps, as I got misdiagnosed when I was younger and only got my ADHD diagnosis last year as my teachers and the person who did my test said I was fine. So having teachers that fully understand that autism and ADHD can come in so many different forms is so important, to also help those kids who aren’t diagnosed yet too 
· I didn’t even know I was autistic until after I couldn’t go to school anymore. I fell through the cracks because I was “clever” and overachieving, so everyone assumed I was fine 
· Learning disability diagnosis was denied in Childrens Services but in Adult Services absolutely diagnosed.  This should not happen as I did not get the teaching I needed in the correct way. Very poor response.  The services were poor and things were taught to me in a way that caused trauma
Additional Comments 
· Question not directly linked but how do we know the government will listen to our voices? I find government scary and I’m worried they won’t take notice, is there anything we can do to ensure our voices are heard?
· People could be more understanding so that everyone feels accepted and not separated 
· The easy read Consultation response has just 12 questions
· I think the obvious is more funding so that every child gets the package they need to thrive in their own way, in whatever way that looks like for them. Enough support for everyone, enough communication and reassurance for everyone 
· Having special schools closer to home and more teachers and teaching assistants
· I think the best school is more important than the closest
· Getting professionals to deal with PIP cases and things like that 
Consultation: Your views matter
Here is the information to take part in the consultation.   The closing date is 19th May 2026.  
https://consult.education.gov.uk/send-strategy-division/send-reform-putting-children-and-young-people-firs/consultation/
or by email to SENDreform.CONSULTATION@education.gov.uk
Hannah thanked everyone for all their contributions and agreed to revisit with the results of the final consultation.
Youth Forum Trip 25th April 2026
Belinda to email final details of the Youth Forum trip to Putt Putt Social on 25th April 2026 to everyone who is attending.
There will be two games of crazy golf and lunch afterwards and the menu will be sent so choices can be made in advance.


Flourish Awards 2026
The 2026 Flourish Awards are open for nominations, to recognise and celebrate those that deserve recognition for their work with children and young people in Norfolk.  Nominations close 29th May 2026.
The Youth Forum have been runner up finalists for the last two years which is a massive achievement, and we would love to win this year – third time lucky!
We discussed how to increase the number of nominations for the Youth Forum and options suggested: -
· Ask lots of people if they would like to nominate us i.e. parents, friends, visitors to the Youth Forum, teachers etc
· A social media campaign to promote nominations.  Bridget to investigate.
· Tell everyone what the Youth Forum has given to each of us such as confidence belonging friendship etc.
· Make a joint video with all our contributions, photos, art block, drawings or poems etc and post on social media and website
· Parents to contribute by commenting on the difference it’s made to them and their young people
· Make a video by members of the Youth Forum on why the Youth Forum should be nominated
FLOURISH nomination form is HERE: Flourish Awards Nomination form - Norfolk County Council
Any Other Business
No other business.
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting via TEAMS on Wednesday 13th May 2026.
Thank you for all your contributions!
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